OF SOUTH CAROLINA

viding money for the immediate and urgent needs of our people is
not adequate because the money will not be raised until a time much
later than is provided for its use.
Section 2 is vetoed therefore, for the further reason that it pro-
vides for a tax levy the proceeds of which cannot be immediately
used for the purposes intended by the first Section of the Bill. With
these funds not immediately available to meet the pressing and urgent
needs of our people, it will necessitate borrowing money and paying
interest thereon, if the money is expended before it is collected. It is
even doubtful whether money can be borrowed before July 1, 1938.
To prevent this unnecessary borrowing of money, money can be
raised immediately without burdening the homeowners of South
Carolina, without jeopardizing the State's credit, without the paying
of useless interest by our taxpayers and without in the least affecting
the orderly functioning of any department of the State. By appropri-
ate action one-half cent per gallon of the State's share of the gas tax
can be immediately set aside for these desperate and urgent needs.
More than $900,000 can be made available by such a diversion from
the surpluses now existing in the State Highway Fund. A majority
of the States of the Union have recognized the advisability of so using
gas tax funds in emergencies of this nature.
The Highway Department is spending this year, approximately
$25,000,000.00. Is there a greater need in South Carolina than the
human needs of our citizens? Is any service more important than
the service a government owes its suffering subjects, from whom its
authority is derived? I was deeply and personally disappointed with
the mere pittance of $150,000 set aside to provide the urgent wants
of the thousands of our unemployed, when one department of our
State is spending so much.
I cannot recommend a more economical and just method of pro-
viding immediate funds than the diversion of one-half cent per gal-
lon of the gasoline tax, and it is my earnest hope your favorable con-
sideration on this proposal will be prompt in behalf of those who
are crying out for assistance.
Your sustainment of this veto of Section 2 will be for the people's
best interests.
Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) OLIN D. JOHNSTON,
Dated at Cofumbia, S. C.           Governor of South Carolina.
May 7, 1938.
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